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Carleton University  Department of History Course Outline 

 

 
COURSE: 

  
THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 1865 
HIST 2401A 

 
 
 TERM:  Early Summer 2016 (May-June) 

PRECLUSIONS:  Precludes additional credit for HIST 2400  

CLASS: Day & Time: Tuesday and Thursdays, 14:35-17:25 
 Room: 132 AP (Please confirm location on Carleton Central) 

INSTRUCTOR:  Stuart MacKay 

CONTACT: Office: PA 460 
 Office Hrs: Tuesdays 10:00-12:00, or by appointment  
 Telephone: 613-520-2600 extension 2828 
 Email stuart.mackay@carleton.ca 

 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Course Description  
This course covers the main themes and events of American history from the colonial era to the end of 
the Civil War. Offering a broad chronological account of American history, this course will grapple with 
the questions, problems, and conflicts that engaged Americans during this period, such as: Why did 
Africans and Europeans come to the Americas? What did these different peoples think of one another, 
and how did those opinions affect their relations? How and when did Europeans establish power over the 
other two groups, and what did they do with that power? Why did British colonists separate from Britain, 
and how did that action affect power dynamics on the continent? What kind of nation did the rebels 
form, and what were their definitions of freedom? Whom did they include, and whom did they leave 
out? Why did the United States expand in the nineteenth century, and at whose expense? Why did the 
nation break apart? How would choices made before 1865 affect the future? And finally, how are 
Americans still dealing with these effects today? 
 
Course Aims  
You will leave this course with an understanding of the major events, themes, ideas, and questions from 
the time of the early European settlements in North America to the end of the American Civil War in 
1865. You will also increase your appreciation for complexities of historical development in the history of 
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the United States. As well, you will be able to analyze and assess historical documents pertaining to 
American history, improving your ability to critically understand historical sources. Finally, you should be 
able to communicate the results of historical thinking and research through your written assignments.   
 
Required Readings 

This course requires the ability to access cuLearn. The course syllabus, primary source readings, articles, 
photos, and other materials will only be available online.  
To sign in to cuLearn,  
 

1. Go to carleton.ca/culearn 

2. Enter your MyCarleton username and password. 

3. Click: Log in.  
 

If you have trouble with cuLearn or your computing account, please contact the CCS Service Desk at 520-
3700 or email ccs_service_desk@carleton.ca. 

Texts 
The American Yap, http://www.americanyawp.com/ 
This is a free and online collaboratively built American history textbook that will serve as the foundational 
textbook for the course, and will be linked on the cuLearn.  In addition to the weekly chapter from the 
text, there will primary source readings that will compliment the text. These readings will be posted on 
the cuLearn course page as well, accompanied by questions that will help guide you through the 
readings.  
 
Assignments and Evaluation 
 
1. Attendance. Because of the compressed nature of this class, attendance is crucial to achieving a good 

mark in this course. Excellent attendance in this class essentially results in a free 10%. For many 

students, this 10% can make a crucial difference in your final mark.  Aside from this purely strategic 

reason to attend lectures, these classes also allow us the opportunity to help you understand the 

course material, and to help you tackle collectively the complex issues raised throughout the term.  

 
2. Map Quiz. An awareness of the geography of the United States is essential to understanding the 

context and contours of nineteenth century American history. We will be having a map quiz on the 

names and location of US states on Tuesday, May 17th. This quiz will be worth 10% of your final mark.  

  

3. Document Analysis. You will have to write one document analysis of 1200 words. This assignment 

will require you to examine, analyze, and discuss one primary source from a list provided by the 

instructor that is relevant to this period of United States history. This document analysis will be worth 

40% of your final mark, and this assignment will be due on Thursday, June 9th.   

 

http://www.americanyawp.com/
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You must submit all written assignments through cuLearn AND in hardcopy, either in class or in the 

Essay Box outside the Department of History at 400 Paterson Hall by the due date. Any assignment 

that you do not submit in both formats will not be graded. All assignments must be submitted with a 

cover page that included both the course number and title, with the name of the instructor.  

Papers must be submitted on time, and extension will only be granted for genuine need. Papers 

submitted late with prior permission from the course instructor will receive a penalty of 3% per 

day.  

 
4. Final Exam. There will be a final exam in the scheduled exam period in June, worth 40% of your mark. 

The exam will comprise of a variety of short answer identification question, a document analysis, and 

an essay.  

 

Please note that all assignments must be completed in order for you to receive a passing grade in this 

course.  

 
Evaluation Breakdown 
Assignment     %of grade   Due Date 
Attendance     10%    Weekly 
Map Quiz     10%    May 17 
Document Analysis    40%    June 9 
Final Exam     40%    June Exam Period 
 
 

LECTURE SCHEDULE AND READINGS 
 

All of the required weekly readings will be posted on the course’s cuLearn site. The textbook is there to 
provide narrative context and background, and as a reference for specific factual and interpretative 
questions that you may have. The primary source readings will tie into the larger thematic questions, 
problems, and conflicts that we will be examining during the course of the lecture.  
 

1. May 3: Course Introduction/Colonial America 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 1-3 

 Bartomele de las Cassas, A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies  

 John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity” 

 
2. May 5: Continuity, Rupture, and the American Revolution 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 4-5 

 Alibamo Mingo, Choctaw leader, reflects on the British and French, 1765 

 Declaration of Independence, 1776 

 H.W. Brands, “Founders Chic,” The Atlantic Sept. 2003 (recommended) 
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3. May 10: The Post-Revolutionary World 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 6-7 

 George Washington, “Farewell Address,” 1796 

 Letter of Cato and Petition by “the negroes who obtained freedom by the late act,” 

in Postscript to the Freeman’s Journal, September 21, 1781 

 
4. May 12: Jacksonian Democracy and the Market Revolution 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 8-9 

 A traveler describes life along the Erie Canal, 1829 

 Andrew Jackson’s Veto Message Against Re-chartering the Bank of the United States, 1832 

 
5. May 17: Gender, Class, and Religion in Jacksonian Democracy 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 10 

 Revivalist Charles G. Finney emphasizes human choice in salvation, 1836 

 Sarah Grimké calls for women’s rights, 1838 

 George Henry Evans, The Working Men’s Declaration of Independence, 1829  

 
6. May 19: The Problem of Slavery in American History 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 11 

 Ta-Nahisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations,” The Atlantic June 2014 

 

7. May 24: The Problem with Slaveholders in American History 

 James Oakes, The Ruling Race: A History of American Slaveholders (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1982), pp. 123-150 

 George Fitzhugh argues that slavery is better than liberty and equality, 1854 

 

8. May 26: Manifest Destiny and its Discontents 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 12 

 John O’Sullivan declares America’s manifest destiny, 1845 

 Diary of a woman migrating to Oregon, 1853 

 

9. May 31: The Rise of Nationalism and Sectionalism 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 13 

 Harriet Beecher Stow, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 1852 

10. June 2: The Road to Disunion 

 1860 Republican Party Platform 

 Ken Burns, The Civil War: Episode 1, “The Cause” 

11. June 7: The Civil War: A Fight for Union 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 14 (Sec. I-III) 
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 Ambrose Bierce recalls his experience at the battle of Shiloh, 1881 

12. June 9: The Civil War: A Fight for Freedom 

 The American Yawp, Chap. 14 (Sec. IV-V) 

 Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, 1865 

13. June 14: After Appomattox/Review  

 David Blight, “The Civil War Isn’t Over,” The Atlantic, April 2015 

 
Cellphones, laptops, and other issues of classroom etiquette 
Please ensure that you turn off your cell phones in class. Texting in a class is a distraction to other 
students, and is a gesture of rudeness to your lecturer. The same goes as well for surfing the internet 
while in class. Checking Facebook, Twitter, and watching hockey highlights during the lecture are all 
distracting to your fellow students.  
 
Secondly, recent studies have confirmed what many of us have suspected: that the use of computers in 
the classroom paradoxically damages student retention. Because we generally type faster than we write, 
there is temptation to take notes without thinking about how we arrange our thoughts. However, for 
many of you typing your notes on a laptop is second nature. Nonetheless, I encourage you all to try 
notetaking by hand. Who knows, you may find it useful! 
 

 
 
REGULATIONS COMMON TO ALL HISTORY COURSES 
 
COPIES OF WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED  
Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written assignments or take-home tests 
submitted in your courses.  
 
PLAGIARISM  
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

 submitting a take home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else;  

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

 using another’s data or research findings;  

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
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 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs."  

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The 
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. They can 
include a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
COURSE SHARING WEBSITES and COPYRIGHT 
Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions, presentations, etc., by both 
instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the intellectual property of their respective 
author(s). All course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, outlines, and other materials, are 
also protected by copyright and remain the intellectual property of their respective author(s).  
  
Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials for their own 
educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course 
materials publicly for commercial or non-commercial purposes without express written consent from the 
copyright holder(s). 
 
STATEMENT ON CLASS CONDUCT  
The Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures affirm that all members of the University 
community share a responsibility to:  

 promote equity and fairness,  

 respect and value diversity,  

 prevent discrimination and harassment, and  

 preserve the freedom of its members to carry out responsibly their scholarly work without threat 
of interference.  

 
Carleton University Equity Services states that “every member of the University community has a right 
to study, work and live in a safe environment free of discrimination or harassment”. [In May of 2001 
Carleton University’s Senate and Board of Governors approved the Carleton University Human Rights 
Policies and Procedures. The establishment of these policies and procedures was the culmination of the 
efforts of the Presidential Advisory Committee on Human Rights and a Human Rights Implementation 
Committee.] 
  
GRADING SYSTEM  
Letter grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents:  
A+ = 90-100 (12) B = 73-76 (8) C - = 60-62 (4)  
A = 85-89 (11) B - = 70-72 (7) D+ = 57-59 (3)  
A - = 80-84 (10) C+ = 67-69 (6) D = 53-56 (2)  
B+ = 77-79 (9) C = 63-66 (5) D - = 50-52 (1)  
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F Failure. No academic credit WDN Withdrawn from the course  
ABS  Absent from the final examination  
DEF  Official deferral (see "Petitions to Defer")  
FND  Failure with no deferred exam allowed -- assigned only when the student has failed the course on 
the basis of inadequate term work as specified in the course outline.  
 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. 
This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until 
they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY  
The last date to withdraw from Early Summer term courses is June 14, 2016.  
 
REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION  
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term because of 
disability, pregnancy or religious obligations. Please review the course outline promptly and write to the 
instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon 
as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 
 
Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must register with the Paul 
Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. 
Documented disabilities could include but are not limited to mobility/physical impairments, specific 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/psychological disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and chronic medical conditions. Registered PMC students are required to 
contact the PMC, 613-520-6608, every term to ensure that your Instructor receives your Letter of 
Accommodation, no later than two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class 
test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you only require accommodations for your formally 
scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodations to PMC by June 3, 
2016 for the early summer term. You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to 
obtain more detailed information on academic accommodation at 
http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation 
 
PETITIONS TO DEFER  
Students unable to complete a final term paper or write a final examination because of illness or other 
circumstances beyond their control or whose performance on an examination has been impaired by such 
circumstances may apply within five working days to the Registrar's Office for permission to extend a 
term paper deadline or to write a deferred examination. The request must be fully and specifically 
supported by a medical certificate or other relevant documentation. Only deferral petitions submitted to 
the Registrar's Office will be considered. 
 
 
ADDRESSES (613-520-2600, phone ext.)  

 Department of History (2828) 400 PA  

http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation
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 Registrar’s Office (3500) 300 Tory  

 Student Academic Success Centre (7850) 302 Tory  

 Paul Menton Centre (6608) 500 Unicentre  

 Learning Support Services – Study Skills, Writing Tutorial Service (1125) 4th fl Library 
 
Application for Graduation Deadlines  

 Spring Graduation (June): March 1  

 Fall Graduation (November): September 1  

 Winter Graduation (February): December 1 
 


